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ception was rarely used in Spanish California. If such a marriage indeed existed, 
then there would be no way of confirming if it was annulled with Toypurina's 
consent or by coercion. 

Manuel Montero’ birthplace in the 1799 provincial census is given as Puebla, 
indicating the colonial city in the Valley of Mexico (Mason 1998:96). But in 
1807, at the marriage of his 15-year-old daughter, Juana, to Josef Maria Be- 
navidez at Mission Santa Clara, Manuel is listed as a “native of the Town of Los 
Angeles" (atl. de la Puebla de los Angeles). Los Angeles was founded in 1781, and 
none of the original settlers had the surname Montero. Because he was married 
їп 1789, Manuel was almost surely born in Mexico but may have been posted to 
Los Angeles, recorded erroneously as his native town in 1807. Juana's mother is 
described, eight years after her death, as “Maria Regina (Toypurina) Yndia dela 
Misn. De Sn. Gabriel (Indian of the Mission of San Gabriel]” (April 18, 1807; 
marriage record number 722). Her baptismal name is clearly and simply written 
at Mission San Gabriel in 1787 as “Regina [Queen] Josefa.” Later documents, 
such as the baptismal and matrimonial records of her children, usually give 
her name as Maria Regina, Maria Queen, a reference to the Virgin Mary in 
her aspect as Our Lady Queen of Angels—from which the city of Los Ange- 
les, in "Toypurina' homeland, takes its name as well. Other times she is called 
Maria Regina Teipurina. The name Maria Regina is a subtle but symbolically 
important transformation, Inscribed by later Spanish authorities, it celebrates 
her Christian piety rather than her political leadership. 

Regina Josefa—Toypurina—and Manuel Montero's children were Cesario 
Antonio (baptized at Mission San Luis Obispo, August 27, 1790; baptism num- 
ber ооб), Juana de Dios (baptized at Mission San Luis Obispo, March 7, 1792; 
baptism number 1095), Josefa (baptized in 1793), and Maria Clementina (bap- 
tized at Mission San Carlos [Borromeo] de Monterey, November 24, 1704). 
"Toypurina thus became grandmother to numerous well-known families of Cali- 
fornios resident in the San Francisco Bay Area, whose surnames include Alviso, 
Archuleta, Benavidez, Castro, Mesa, Vasquez, Smith, and Vioget (through a 
granddaughters marriage to Jean Jacques Vioget, a noted Swiss French gold 
rush-era San Francisco painter). A daughter, granddaughter, and great-grand- 
daughter each bore her baptismal name of Josefa. Г ат most grateful to William 
M. Williams, lineal descendant of "Toypurina, for sharing and discussing the 
fruits of his years of genealogical research with me. 


